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two energetic secretaries that the necessary vessels were
secured in time to be fitted out for this memorable and successful

la the meanwhile it had come to the knowledge of Her Bri-
tannic Majesty's Government that the United States was fitting
out an expedition to go into the Arctic seas to rescue the one at
Lady Franklin Bay. This was made the occasion of a gracefully
phrased note from Lord Northbrook, tendering the Alert, which
had become famous under Sir George Nares in 1875, to the Gov-
ernment of the United States, and of an equally felicitous reply
from our Minister, the Hon. Jas. Russell Lowell, accepting the
ship on behalf of the United States Government.

Through this friendly and pleasing action of Her Majesty's
Government, the third vessel required for the expedition was
obtained. Her arrival at New York under Lieutenant Com-
mander Goodrich, as well as the Bear, under Lieutenant L. L.
Beamy, was prompt and timely for the refitting needed for their
work.

Long before these arrangements had been completed, the
President had decided that this expedition should be entirely
naval, and had placed the responsibility for its successful prepara-
tion in the hands of the Secretary of War and the Secretary of
the Navy. The Secretary of the Navy, with his known energy
and activity, had taken the matter of its personnel into considera-
tion, and early in December had sent for the writer to ascertain
Ms willingness and readiness for this service, explaining that, if
there was any personal reason in the way of accepting this assign-
ment, it should in no way militate against his record or his subse-
quent preferment for duty.

The writer was of opinion that the duty was rather in the
nature of a forlorn hope, but that no officer could afford to refuse
any demands of duty without sacrificing his own self-respect,
and if it was necessary to volunteer for it, then he wished to
volunteer. If it was necessary to be ordered to obtain this assign-
ment, lie wished to be ordered. The only condition suggested to
the secretary, in connection with this detail, was that, as he
would be responsible to the country as well as to the Government,
the writer would desire to make the selection of the officers who
to help him in the task set by the department. To this the February
